54                         WHAT ARE THE JKWS

God, and they cared less for the events in Jewish
history than for what they showed of God's favour
or disfavour toward the Jews, They were not
interested in politics, but in religion.

But it would distort the picture if we did not recog-
nize a political element in it, The Jews in Bible times
were a national group. The national motif is present
in some of their ancient literature* It explains pas-
sages in the Bible which are spiritually or morally
strange to us. The imprecatory Psalms are an ex-
ample. They are full of hatred and cursing against
an enemy. If they referred to a personal hatred
against a personal enemy, they would be horrible, A&
it is, they are bad enough. They are the expression
of a national patriotism. That is their only explana-
tion, though, to our modern way of thinking, not dieir
justification* Even patriotism must be moral, And
national hatreds do not lose their viciousncss in
collectivity. They are all the more vicious because
more potent. The imprecatory Psalms do not lose
their evil character in the national context to which
they belong; but they express an attitude which
even those who condemn them have not conquered*
They are " Hymns of Hate " with the same tone
and spirit that modern hymns of hate, and even
national anthems, show.